
Unit 2, G 9:               Modal auxiliaries and their substitutes 

  
Present Past Present perfect Future 

können +     

 -     

 

  
Present Past Present perfect Future 

dürfen +     

 -     

 

  
Present Past Present perfect Future 

müssen +     

 -     

 



Unit 2, G 9:     Modal auxiliaries and their substitutes 

  
Present Past Present perfect Future 

können + 
can 

am/is/are able to 

could 

was/were able to 

--- 

have/has been able to 

--- 

will be able to 

 - 
can't 

am not/isn’t/aren’t able 

to 

couldn't 

wasn’t/weren’t able to 

--- 

haven't/hasn’t been able to 

--- 

will not/won’t be able 

to 

 

  
Present Past Present perfect Future 

dürfen + 
may 

am/is/are allowed to 

--- 

was/were allowed to 

--- 

have/has been allowed to 

--- 

will be allowed to 

 - may not 

am not/isn’t/aren’t 

allowed to 

--- 

wasn’t/weren’t allowed 

to 

--- 

haven't/hasn’t been 

allowed to 

--- 

will not/won’t be 

allowed to 

 

  
Present Past Present perfect Future 

müssen + 
must  

have/has to 

--- 

had to 

--- 

have/has had to 

--- 

will have to 

 - 
needn't 

doesn’t/don’t have to 

--- 

didn’t have to 

--- 

haven't/hasn’t had to 

--- 

will not/won’t have to 



 

 

 

 


